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The citizens’ association “National Roma Centrum” (NRC) is a professional, civil society and non-profit organization for promotion and protection of human rights of citizens in Republic of Macedonia.
NRC's vision is an integrative and tolerant society, educated Roma, prosperity and benefits, equal approach
to rights for all and improving of the quality of life of the target group. NRC's vision is based on universal
standards and practices of the civil society.
NRC's mission is to act as a recognizable actor in creating of public policies, as a representative for enabling
of equal approach to everyone's rights and a promoter for applying of European values, through direct field
work, research, public debates and initiatives for change of legislation.
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Strategic goals of NRC are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Promotion of human rights, urging for consistency in the principle of rule of law in all social domains.
Urges for equitable representation of members of the Roma community in the system's structures.
Urges for effective anti-discrimination legislative, implementation of international standards and protection instruments.
Monitoring and informing about the level of respect of human rights in Republic of Macedonia, organizing, campaigning against discrimination, racism, xenophobia and segregation.
Free legal assistance for the socially endangered citizens, regardless of ethnic background in Kumanovo,
Kriva Palanka and Kratovo.
Motivation of objective informing of the media about the condition of human rights and freedoms,
emphasizing service delivery with a special emphasis on the Roma community.
Increased enrolment of Roma in the Macedonian education system, decreasing of illiteracy rates of
Roma in cooperation with state institutions and the Roma population, improvement of success of Roma
pupils in primary education in cooperation with schools in 15 cities in Macedonia.
Representation for (1) progressive realization of the right for health; (2) on time and quality services for
Roma women.
Raising of awareness for health and informing about the usefulness from health services for Roma
women.
Rising of awareness about the meaning of health in Roma families.
Providing of legal assistance for legalization of constructions in Roma settlements in Kumanovo.
Representation for mapping of Roma settlements in 15 cities in Macedonia.

NRC's working methods:
• Field work
• Research
• Representation
• Consultant services
• Training
• Informing
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A lot of action, a lot of plans, reactions, day and night
investments, endless discussions, concluded discussions, fights, falls, defeats, but results and wins also.
When I look back and when I make a retrospective
of this year's events this kind of year was year 2011
for the National Roma Centrum (NRC). And I do that
often. I often look back in order to measure where
were we, where are we now and where should we

go. I believe many of you last year faced the same or
similar situations (concerning difficulty, challenges,
disappointments, happiness and celebrations). But I
think it is high time to remind supporters, followers,
old and new friends and even enemies of NRC, and
at the same time to remind myself what we faced
during year 2011 as an organization, as a team, as a
family.

During the whole 2011 we worked on field. We
planned and realized activities in order to spend
more time in the Roma community and to be among
Roma as much as possible. That way, not only did
their problems became ours as well and we were
able to follow closely their life, real challenges it
brings and made efforts to find the suitable solutions,

but we were also a service, providers of information
for local, but also for the changes, decisions and
conclusions on a national level. We cared for the fact
that all changes in the law which directly involved
and influenced the Roma community were noticed
and respected.

The presence among Roma only gave us greater
self-confidence that we are on a good way with our
activities. And that gave us greater courage to invest
more in the efforts to act and influence the agendas
of local and central creators of policies for improving
the life conditions for Roma. And we made efforts
and stood for overcoming the Roma problem even
in the agendas of the institutions which we consider
have the possibility and power to change things. We

won't give up from that kind of determination this
year. On the contrary. We will enforce the influence
and efforts to firstly reach the awareness of the
creators of policies, and later to the institutions or
the ones managing them. No matter their political,
national or religious orientation. It is time to discuss
the Roma question. It is time to work on getting an
answer!

We didn't put those kinds of efforts only on our
grounds. NRC participated in the creating of European
Platform for Roma. With a concrete suggestion and
with a concrete demand - greater transparency of
processes and how are money dedicated to Roma
being spent throughout Europe. We suggested that
the money dedicated to activities for improving the
living conditions for Roma should be divided equally
in partnership - half for the organizations which work
for Roma, and the other half for the administration

working on the projects for Roma. The battle against
generalizing, making stereotypes, spreading hatred
especially in Europe as well as the efforts to overcome,
absurd for me and for NRC were also a key point in
our agenda. Although a hidden discrimination and
prejudices exist we are happy that Macedonia didn’t
face the fearful anti-Roma attitude present in a large
number of European countries. It is good that with
our activities we have at least a small contribution
towards not spreading that hatred in Macedonia.
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Motivated by that kind of actions, supported
by the French and Norwegian Embassies in the
Republic of Macedonia NRC created space for
presenting the life of Roma, presenting their
problems, but also space for their solving. With
help of EDNO magazine we gave them and are

still giving space to all marginalized groups in
this country, to all Roma and non-Roma to state
their opinion, to present a problem and to find
a solution all together. EDNO magazine is our
answer for the fight against discrimination,
prejudices and stereotypes.

But we didn't stop there. We are proud that in
2011 we finally concentrated our powers on the
most critical question for Roma - their housing.
For the first time on the Balkans we started
the action for legalization of Roma homes.
The look in their eyes when they realize that
they will get manorial paper with the right to
property is inestimable for us. That is enough
of a motive to continue with this activity in
the following years. We are proud that in
year 2011 we managed to start a discussion
between the health care system and Roma
women. We are proud that at the end of year
2011 with help of Open Society Initiatives we
started a research on how far have they come
and what is fulfilled from the processes of the
Roma Decade. That research should give a

couple of the conditions in all four pillars in this
significant process of Roma inclusion. We are
proud that last year we fought for preservance
of Roma history, culture and language. That
we successfully implemented the campaign
on raising awareness among Roma about the
Census. Although it finished unsuccessfully.
But I can say that we are ready if a new one
is organized soon. That challenge was marked
as significant in our activities register. NRC is
famous for its actions on Roma education in
Macedonia. Until now we have shown our
possibilities and proven them. It was worked
continually on this process and year by year
activities are being improved. You will hear a
lot more about us!

The greatness of a man, a team and an
organization are not acknowledgements, but
deeds, but also admitting for failures. So we
must look at our eyes and admit that in year
2011 we didn't succeed in creating an economic
programme to help the Roma, especially
young working-capable Roma to get equal

access on the labor market in Macedonia. This
problem is only another burden. Maybe the
same as housing. But since we started caring
our burden of housing, that gives me hope
that in near future we would be able to handle
employment.
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What I draw up a lesson to in 2011 is that it's not a
problem in Macedonia to be a vulnerable group if the
problem is with a political nature. If you are on the
one side the problem will be solved, if you are with
the others you will probably have to wait until they
become the authorities. No! The vulnerable groups
have problems which cannot wait for a solution no
matter who is in the authorities. Every problem has
a solution. One only needs will, consciousness and
human understanding. The lowest state benefits
amount to around 2000 denars. That is the monthly
budget for some persons. For others that is just a
lunch or one hour of shopping. Should this make us
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think? Absolutely! What I’ve learned in 2011 is that
people don't stop surprising me. Years back they
were telling us to build and enforce capacities in the
organization itself. That we have done. I can say that I
have a highly professional team which is on the level
of all tasks and activities which were our priorities.
So I ask myself if that is so why do I have to fight for
survival?
I write about 2011 and it is 2012 already. Which is a
good sign that we are here, that we are fighters, that
we answered to the challenge, that we are ready for
new ones.
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Name of the project: Institutional support
Grant period: 1 June 2011 – 1 June 2012
Amount of the grant: 24.580 USD
Donor: Office for Roma initiatives - Budapest
Mission of the project:
To support the National Roma Centrum for increasing of capacities of the staff and implementation of
the association’s projects. NRC is a professional, civil and non profit association formed in 2005 for promotion and protection of human rights of the citizens of R. Macedonia.
Aims of the project:
• NRC’s aim is to overcome local, national and international difficulties and barriers that Roma face
and to continue to promote the activities on behalf of Roma in Macedonia.
• NRC’s task is to be a Roma voice in institutions on a national and international level and to promote
equal participation of Roma in the society.
• NRC since the beginning of the Roma Decade is working on activities directly connected to the Decade. NRC’s activities related to advocacy, free legal aid, health, education, personal documentation
are part of the Decade process.
Results:
• Strengthened technical capacities (opened two offices)
• Additions to human resources (engaged 36 persons)
• NRC’s staff developed in professional expert workers in their areas
• NRC is visible in its work
• Cooperates with government institutions (Ministry of education and science, Ministry of health,
Ministry of interior, Ministry for foreign affairs)
• Processes and distributes information and data to the civil sector and wider public
• Distribute information in the Roma community on a local level
• Builds a database significant for creation of policies for resolving of current issues
• Participates on international conferences, seminars, trainings
• Realizes contacts with international institutions, as well as foreign embassies for preparing of analyses and reports
• Maintains partnerships with other NGOs (local, national and international) and is building new ones
as well
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Name of the project: Inclusion and continuity of the education process
Grant period: 1 January 2011 – 1 January 2012

Amount of the grant: 80.670 EUR
Donor: Roma Education Fund
Mission of the project:
Complete inclusion of Roma children in regular primary education through (a) improved approach to
quality education for Roma pupils and (b) minimizing or eliminating of the drop out level of Roma pupils.
Aims of the project:
• To increase the enrolment rate of Roma children in first grade.
• To decrease the dropout rate of Roma pupils with a focus on first grade, nearest to the dropout rate
of non Roma pupils.
• To increase the presence of Roma pupils nearest to the rate of non Roma pupils.
• To improve school achievements for target pupils in first grade in 4 localities.
• To create a Policy Paper for inclusion of Roma mediators in the education process (transferring of
knowledge from NRC to state institutions).
• To increase involvement of Roma parents, children, leaders and activists in the education process
and school life.
•
The project was implemented in (1) Kumanovo, (2) Municipality Gazi Baba (Skopje), (3) Prilep and (4) Stip.
Results:
• 8 mediators worked as a link between Roma families, schools and local self-governments,
• a strategic document was prepared for inclusion of mediators in the education process of Republic
of Macedonia,
• 142 participants from 4 municipalities participated on additional classes with the mediators,
• attendance and success of 550 pupils from first, second and third grade were monitored,
• realized cooperation with 7 schools,
• exchange of information with 4 municipalities and 4 education advisers,
• the mediators realized 2849 visits of Roma families due to exchange of information for education of
their children,
• the parents positively accepted the mediators.
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Name of the project: Health inequalities towards Roma women
Grant period: 15 December 2010 – 15 December 2011
Amount of the grant: 40.900 USD
Donor: Roma health program – FOO, Budapest and Responsibility and health follow up initiative - FOO, New York
Mission of the project:
To recognize the right of health availability on a financial, informative and transparent way, with deliverance of services that will be conducted on behalf of Roma women based on their fundamental human
rights.
Aims of the project:
• To follow up on health policies and their conducting with emphasis on Roma women
• To advocate for equal rights for reproductive health
• To finish 100 cases (personal documentation) for Roma women in 5 cities in MAcedonia
Results:
• 10 focus groups organized in 5 cities (Kumanovo, Kriva Palanka, Stip, Kocani and Bitola) through which
data were collected for approach towards services and experiences of Roma women during prenatal
and natal period.
• Realized 30 interviews with representatives from the Ministry of justice, gynecological departments in
hospitals in 5 cities, Ministry of health and Public health institute according to which a data base was
created for comparison of data and real image of the problem.
• Prepared strategic document for natal care towards Roma women for more effective and sustainable
policies and initiatives for reproductive health and natal care.
• Realized 3 meetings with representatives from the Ministry of health, initiated creating of a work
group, signed Memorandum for cooperation with the Ministry of health in order to advocate for creating of concrete indicators within the frameworks of the program for mothers and children.
• Realized meetings with representatives from the Ministry of justice in order to raise awareness with
the institutions in order to bring new regulations to provide free birth certificates.
• Written and delivered shadow report based on the UN Committee’s report on economic, social and
cultural rights in order to place Roma right in the state public agenda
• Issued 100 health cards, 20 birth certificates, 28 ID cards, 10 citizenships in 5 cities.
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Name of the project: Good start
Grant period: 1 June 2010 – 1 June 2012
Amount of the grant: 21.380 EUR
Donor: European Commission and the Roma Education Fund
Mission of the project:
The European Parliament launched the “Good Start” project in June 2010, as part of 3 EU Roma pilot
projects, with financial support from the European Commission (DGREGIO). The project was realized in
16 localities in four countries (Slovakia, Romania, Macedonia and Hungary). Over 4000 Roma and non
Roma were covered with their project as well as their parents and/or guardians, through an intervention
method in early child development.
Aims of the project:
The aim of the “Good start” program is (1) to increase the approach to quality education and early childhood care for Roma children and (2) early childhood development for Roma children in order to increase
their school preparedness and life opportunities.
NRC provides logistics support for the “Good start” project as well as organizer of events.
Results:
• Organized training for caretakers in kindergartens from Suto Orizari, Vinica, Crnik and Trabotiviste. At
the training “Education for social justice”, 22 participants attended who were trained for consideration of other people’s realities, as well as valuing of differences and creating of allies.
• Two trainings have been organized for the mediators who were engaged within the frameworks of
the project. The first training was held on the 14-16 October, and the second one on the 2-5 December. On both of the trainings there were 11 mediators from Suto Orizari, Vinica, Crnik and Trabotiviste. The trainers were engaged from the “Step by step” foundation.
• Held local conference “Future steps-from a pilot project towards sustainable experience from Macedonia” where government officials attended, representatives from municipalities-partners in the
project, kindergartens, Ministry of labor and social policy, “Step by step” foundation, journalists and
non government organizations.
• Organized national conference “Good start - expanding of results” with representatives from the
World Bank, Embassies, MLSP, municipalities, kindergartens, journalists, foundations and NGOs. The
purpose of the conference was to expand the results of the project in the implementing countries
and to do research for the future steps of the project.
• NRC in cooperation with the “Step by step” foundation and Ambrela prepared two brochures (for
immunization and personal documents, as well as pedagogical informative material for the parents).
The materials were prepared on Macedonian and Roma languages. The brochures were distributed
in cooperation with partner organizations Ambrela and Kham.
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Name of the project: Support of association for registering in the Registry of authorized associations of the
citizens for providing previous legal aid
Grant period: 1 April 2011 – 31 December 2012
Amount of the grant: 797.150 denars
Donor: Open society foundation - Macedonia
Mission of the project:
Strengthening of capacities of the association in the process of providing free legal aid, as well as identification of weaknesses and problems in conducting of the law, promotion of the right for free legal aid
and the principle of equal approach to justice.
Aims of the project:
Daily providing of previous legal assistance to the citizens and servicing their needs in relation to general
legal information, initial advice for using of the right of free legal aid, as well as completion of the requests for free legal aid.
Results:
• Starting from June 2011 until May 2012, 511 general legal information were provided, 14 initial advices for using of the right for free legal aid, 9 requests and submissions for free legal aid.
• Strengthened capacities of the association, efficient providing of free legal aid to potential beneficiaries.
• Identification of the weaknesses in implementation of the law.
• Follow up and determining of legal practice in the area of free legal aid, through acquired experience
from concrete cases of free legal aid.
• Acquainting of the citizens with the right of free legal aid, effective realization of legal aid in accordance with the principle of equal approach to justice.
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Name of the project: Raising of awareness about the meaning of the census for Roma in Macedonia
Grant period: 3 March 2011 – 31 August 2011
Amount of the grant: 14.900 USD
Donor: Roma Initiatives Office - Budapest
Mission of the project:
The idea of the project was to reflect the factual situation of Roma in Macedonia and to eliminate the
difference between the data of the census and the factual number of the members of the Roma community, declared and officially recognized as Roma. The Macedonian state system guarantees representation of all communities that live in Macedonia based on their official numbers and ethnic representation.
Aims of the project:
The purpose of the National Roma Centrum together with NGO LIL and the Initiative for social change
(InSoC), on behalf of the census in 2011, was to organize a campaign for census of Roma living in Macedonia. The project’s aim was to encourage and motivate the citizens from Roma ethnic and religious
belonging in relation to the census. NRC worked in Eastern Macedonia in more than 25 cities where
there were larger numbers of Roma.
Results:
• 39 activists were included, we visited Roma settlements n about 20 cities in Eastern Macedonia and
we managed to inform over 50 000 Roma and non Roma.
• A campaign was organized under the motto: We are Roma! We are proud! Of who we are!
• 39 local Roma motivators engaged in the campaign for the census filled out 395 questioners in 15
cities (Kumanovo, Strumica, Prilep, Kocani, Stip, Berovo, Kavadarci, Veles, Delcevo, Radovis, Pehcevo,
Kriva Palanka, Kratovo, Vinica, Probistip). The data were used for analyses about the conclusions
from the activity and were supposed to be compared to the official data from the census. However
the census process was interrupted and the results will be used for the next census.
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Name of the project: Legalization of Roma housing– Macedonia, first phase
Grant period: August 2011 – September 2011
Amount of the grant: 28.425 euro
Donor: FOOM through its Urgent Fund and FOO/Roma initiatives
Mission of the project:
Increased percentage of legalized homes in Republic of Macedonia.
Aims of the project:
NRC’s aim is to be a Roma voice in institutions on national and international level and to promote equal
participation of Roma in the society.
Specific goal:
• Increased number of requests for legalization in 5 municipalities: Suto Orizari (Skopje), Kumanovo,
Kocani, Prilep, Tetovo, Stip.
• Increased awareness for legalization in 12 municipalities: Cair, Karpos, Kisela Voda, Gazi Baba, Djorce
Petrov, Ilinden, Suto Orizari, Kumanovo, Kocani, Prilep, Tetovo i Stip.
Results:
• 2,586 filled out questioners from 13 municipalities in Macedonia.
• 1,519 submitted requests and begun administrative procedures for legalization in 6 target cities.
• Distribution of 15 brochures for the legalization procedure “Handbook for legalizing homes” in Roma
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Name of the project: Legalization of Roma housing
Grant period: February 2012 - February 2015
Amount of the grant: 184.599 EUR
Donor: FOOM through its Urgent Fund and FOO/Roma initiatives
Mission of the project:
Increased percentage of legalized homes in Republic of Macedonia.
Aims of the project:
The aim of the project is legalization of an optimal number of submitted requests for legalization by the
Roma community in 6 municipalities within the frameworks of the project Legalization of Roma housing
Macedonia Phase 1.
Results:
• Trained team of NRC and the Resource Center for implementation of the second phase of the
project;
• Trained field facilitators for working in the second phase of the project;
• Equipped Resource Centre;
• Filled out questioners by 7 researchers in 6 municipalities, for 1519 requests submissions;
• Prepared software for electronic registering;
• Free telephone lines for legalization;
• Effective procedure leading and electronic registering (till July 2012, 881 cases were processed with
all the necessary documentation);
• Organized meetings with local self-governments, organized meetings with all authorized subjects for
successful conducting of the law;
• Legal, administrative aid for 1519 submitted requests for legalization (till July 2012, assistance was
offered to 120 request submissions).
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Name of the project: Registration of Roma without documents
Grant period: 31 December 2010 – 30 October 2011
Amount of the grant: 19.500 USD
Donor: Open society institute - Budapest
Aims of the project:
The aim of the project is to organize a campaign “Will, Decision, Compromise” for registration of Roma without
personal documentation and to advocate for overcoming of the lack of documentation problem.
Results:
• 158 Roma received personal documentation (34 birth certificates, 21 citizenships, 12 health cards,
91 ID cards) and a significantly larger number of Roma were informed about civil procedures for registration of personal documentation. Roma were informed through brochures and direct field visits
in Roma mahalas.
• Together with the process of registration, NRC provided legal advice to citizens how to apply for
social protection and health insurance.
• Mobile teams for formed for visits to Roma settlements during the campaign. They provided additional support for the residents and organized public debates together with NRC’s staff and with
experts for administrative procedures for personal registration.
• NRC conducted the activities in Skopje (except municipality Suto Orizari), Vinica, Kriva Palanka, Kumanovo, Stip, Tetovo, Gostivar, Prilep, Veles, Kocani, Kavadarci and Bitola.
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Name of the project: Legal identity of Roma
Grant period: 1 November 2011 – 1 November 2012

Amount of the grant: 18.850 USD
Donor: Open Society Institute - Budapest
Aim of the project:
The aim of the project is to provide support in the procedures for providing legal identity for Roma in Macedonia.
Concrete goals of the project:
• To start procedures for determining of civil status of Roma without identity and personal documentation;
• To raise awareness between the Roma population and to build relations between the community
and institutions;
• To raise institutional responsibility on behalf of Roma without identity or personal documentation;
• To incite Roma to enjoy their human rights guaranteed with domestic and international legislation;
• To raise public awareness about the problems that come from lack of personal documentation.
Results:
ͳͳ 150 Roma were provided with personal documentation, and a greater number were informed about
civil procedures for registration and personal documentation. Roma were informed through brochures and direct field visits to Roma mahalas.
ͳͳ In this period 3 procedures were also finished for registration in the birth registry as well as several
persons received civil status because even though they were born in R. Macedonia, have not been
registered until now.
ͳͳ Along the registration process, NRC helped with providing of legal advice to citizens how to realize
their rights in relation to social protection and health insurance.
ͳͳ Mobile teams were formed for visitation of Roma settlements during the campaign. Thye provided
additional support to the residents and organized public debates together with the NRC staff and
with experts for administrative procedures for personal registration.
ͳͳ NRC conducted the activities in Kumanovo, as well as in other cities in Republic of Macedonia (Stip,
Kocani, Prilep, Kicevo, Kocani, Skopje).
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Name of the project: Promotion of social inclusion of youths from marginalized rural communities
Grant period: 1 October 2011 – 30 September 2013
Amount of the grant: 346.250 denars
Donor: European Commission.
Partners in the project: Amalipe – Bulgaria and Pro Europe - Romania
Mission of the project:
The project is steered towards development, testing and evaluation of a socially original approach for
fighting against social exclusion of young people in rural communities in Bulgaria, Romania and Macedonia with special attention of youths from marginalized Roma communities. The project supposes that
reasons for social exclusion are not just poverty and lack of democratic tradition, but also absence of
social structures within frameworks of local communities. The project promotes development of Support centres in the community and other original forms of social services in marginalized rural Roma
communities. Within frameworks of the project 4 support centres will be founded and methodologically
supported n Bulgaria, as well as 1 in Romania and 1 in Macedonia.
Aims of the project:
The general purpose of the project is fighting against social exclusion of young people from marginalized Roma rural communities in Bulgaria, Romania and Macedonia through development and testing of
original social services in the communities.
The project has three concrete goals:
• founding and testing of Community Support Centres as a framework for original social services in
the communities for social inclusion of youths from rural Roma communities.
• measuring of the effect of the founded support centres in strengthening of active participation and
overcoming of social exclusions in rural communities;
• providing of sustainability and wider application of the model established on national level (Bulgaria,
Romania and Macedonia) and on European level as well.
Results:
• Founded Community Support Centre with a basic goal to contribute towards social inclusion of
youths from the rural Roma communities in Miladinovci, municipality Ilinden.
• Made analyses about the structure of the Roma population in Miladinovci.
• Organized educational meetings with youths from rural Roma communities.
• Organized football tournament as a promotional event in the community.
• Organized training for strengthening of youths’ capacities in relation to their applying on the labour
market.
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Name of the project: Magazine “ONE”
Grant period: 01 December 2011 – 30 June 2012
Amount of the grant: 10.000 EUR
Donor: Embassy of Republic of France and Embassy of the Kingdom of Norway
Mission of the project:
ONE acts to provide a voice for all disadvantaged people; to enable access of information from and to
the Roma community; to remind the authorities of the taken obligations; to press whenever it is necessary to be more efficient, more transparent and more open for dialogue; to raise the quality of reporting
for the real problems with which Roma face as well as other citizens in the country.
ONE is present in the Macedonian media space as a unique media focused on the rights of Roma, to
all marginalized groups, to all communities regardless of nationality, religion or political belonging and
above all respect of human rights.
Aims of the project:
To create awareness of the vulnerable groups for their rights as minorities and to build tolerance, understanding and their acceptance with all communities in Macedonia.
Results:
• Increased efficiency of the civil society through increased exposure to NGO activities in relation to
human rights, anti-discrimination and improvement of the quality of life.
• Pointed out specific cases of violations/problems in order to turn the public attention and to enable
their resolving.
• Presented concrete positive cases of achievements, enabled through anti-discrimination movements
in order to increase understanding between ethnic groups.
• Increased efficiency of the media with presenting of new forms of media reporting as well as new
forms of media acting.
• Increased awareness about the meaning of education between marginalized groups.
• Presented different cultural activities, as well as possible forms of expression of anti-discriminatory
actions.
• Informed Roma community and all other marginalized communities in relation to state laws, possibilities how can they improve their lives and their living standard.
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Name of the project: “Roma in European cities” (Phase 1)
Grant period: 01.12.2011 – 30.04.2012
Amount of the grant: 15.000 USD
Donor: Open Society Institute Foundation
Description of the project:
The project is being conducted on the territory of Kumanovo and in other 12 European cities of member
countries of the Decade of Roma inclusion 2005-2015 with support of the Open Society Institute Foundation Budapest. The researchers work on collecting of data on a local level on the subjects: housing,
education, health, employment, local media, protection and security, identity, consultation and participation.
Aims of the project:
This project through monitoring and advocacy reviews local policies and practices of ELS, state bodies and institutions, civil sector and citizens and their urges for inclusion. The project is composed of 2
phases: 1st phase needs to provide approach and overview to basic demographic data, policies for integration in the past and today, the role of the local subjects that create and conduct policies in relation to
the total population, including members of the Roma community. The 2nd phase from the project will
be directed towards interviews with local resident representatives of the other ethnic communities in
Kumanovo, organizing of focus groups with representatives of the Roma community in order to provide
a comparative approach on the subjects that are being researched.
Results:
• Detailed overview of the population, demographic and former city policies.
• Made interviews with city authorities, leaders of the community, civil society, journalists and others
that work on integration or other issues related to Roma in Kumanovo.
• Studied current city initiatives and policies in 4 key priority areas for health, housing, education and
employment, in relation to the level of contribution for integration of Roma.
• Made overview of the role of the local media, how they report and how they represent Roma.
• Made evaluation, through interviews and research of the existing material about the engagement of
the municipalities in relation to their Roma citizens, level of consultation and participation of Roma
in decision making processes.
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Name of the project: “NO for special needs schools for Roma children”
Grant period: April 2012 – October 2012
Amount of the grant: 9.800 EUR
Donor: European Roma Rights Center - Budapest
Aims of the project:
To develop capacities for use if the national legislative in the area of human rights in order to tackle discrimination towards Roma that appear in the area of education through documentation and campaign in their community. The same capacities to be applied on the field in order to recognize the real image of the presence of Roma
children in schools and special needs classes.
Goals of the training:
• 56 young Roma activists to acquire skills and knowledge relating to human rights, theory, documentation and realization of a campaign, with focus on door to door methodology,
• To develop knowledge for inclusion of children in schools as means and procedures of transfer and
• Strenghtening of Roma activists to raise awareness with Roma parents about the consequences
from inclusion in education for pupils with special needs and promotion of equal education for
Roma children.
Results:
• Realized brief research and conducted campaign in the community;
• Trained young Roma with developed capacities for fighting against discrimination;
• Prepared 256 questioners with Roma parents that have children in these schools;
• Prepared analyses for presence of Roma children in schools and classes for children with special
needs.
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Name of the project: Comic “Friends”
Grant period: 1 July 2011 – 30 November 2011
Amount of the grant: 1.500 USD
Donor: NEXT Page foundation
Mission of the project:
The comic is intended for primary schools as a tool that would animate and turn the children’s interest
towards illustrated art and will contribute for increase of tolerance.
Aims of the project:
The aim of the comic is to directly influence with overcoming of the stereotype barrier with the pupils at
the ages of eight to ten, included in the education process and to contribute for minimization and elimination of the younger population.
Results:
• Printed out 600 copies of the comic “Friends”
• Organized promotion of the comic
• Received official approve from the Ministry of education and science for using of the comic in
schools
• Distribution of the comic in 11 primary schools in Macedonia where there are pupils from mixed
ethnic backgrounds.
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Name of the project: Follow the dragon
Grant period: 12 March 2012 – 12 July 2012
Amount of the grant: 39.998 USD
Donor: UNDP
Aims of the project:
• The main goal of the production was to create an adventure TV series that would unite several generations of viewers and will create respect for differences.
• The series fulfill broadcasting standards and the so called commercial cultivation which is expected
to be accepted by TV broadcasting stations.
Results:
• Six scripts prepared in accordance with the findings of the field visits in order to research folklore
stories, legends and beliefs from our country.
• Six episodes from the series.
• Three focus groups realized in order to evaluate and modify episodes for better communication with
the audience.
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Name of the project: FARE – Week of fighting against racism
Grant period: 01 October – 30 October 2011
Amount of the grant: 400 EUR
Donor: FARE
Mission of the project:
This year the project was organized under the motto: “We are football people!!!”
Description of the project:
The National Roma Centrum in cooperation with the FARE network , this year also joined in celebrating
of the FARE Action Week “with football against racism” which lasted from 12-25 October.
The activities that RC undertook for this action consisted in informing of the primary and high schools in
the city, informing of the mayor and the media about the central event that was held on the 25th October 2011 in the square in Kumanovo.
Each school assigned a team of pupils along with their p. e. teachers that attended the central event.
Each of the participants received t-shirts and footballs with slogan of the campaign and fliers were distributed with anti-discrimination messages.
Results:
• Promotion of the Week for fighting against racism at the city square.
• Distribution of posters and other informative materials throughout the city.
• Distribution of informative materials in primary and high schools in Kumanovo.
• Organized promotional event of pupils from primary schools.
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PRESIDENT
Asmet Elezovski
elezovski@nationalromacentrum.org
HEAD OF HEALTH PROGRAM
Sebihana Skenderovska
skenderovska@nationalromacentrum.org
HEAD OF EDUCATION PROGRAM
Slavica Curcinska
curcinska@nationalromacentrum.org
HEAD OF LEGAL PROGRAM
Katerina Shojik
ksojik@nationalromacentrum.org
ADMINISTRATION
Ljatif Demirovski
demirovski@nationalromacentrum.org

47

Kjani Mustafovski
musstafowski@nationalromacentrum.org
PREVIOUS LEGAL AID OFFICE
Oliver Mitov
mitov@nationalromacentrum.org
RESOURCE CENTER FOR LEGALIZATION
Martina Asanovska
asanovska@nationalromacentrum.org
Slavica Tasevska - Simonovik
tasevska@nationalromacentrum.org
Sejnur Shainovski
shainovski@nationalromacentrum.org
COMMUNITY SUPPORT CENTRE
Irfan Martez
martez@nationalromacentrum.org
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BALANCE SHEET OF DECEMBER 31, 2011
(amounts in thousand Macedonian Denars)
Description

2011

2010

А. ASSETS
Fixed assets

1.209.628

1.295.428

Cash, short-term demands and active
computational account

1.330.617

2.356.761

TOTAL ASSETS			

2.540.245

3.652.189

Short-term obligations and passive computational account

1.081.265

2.107.409

TOTAL OBLIGATIONS AND FUNDS

1.081.265

2.107.409

B. OBLIGATIONS AND FUNDS

PROJECT

2011

2010

1.144.158

3.960.706

Previous legal aid

754.358

-

Registration of Roma without documents

834.777

1.550.426

Raising of awareness about the meaning of the census

630.263

-

4.700.998

2.935.732

Promotion and distribution of the Manual

93.645

-

Comic “Friends”

33.592

-

Magazine “Edno”

225.140

-

Health inequalities towards Roma women

1.783.189

-

Legalization of Roma housing– Macedonia, first phase

1.748.277

-

598.938

-

Good start

-

1.231.332

Strengthening of Roma in the fight for their rights

-

84.458

Roma inclusion

-

79.393

Institutional support

Inclusion and continuity of the education process

Promotion of social inclusion

50

Expenditures

2011

2010

4.153.983

4.273.580

Used materials			

533.706

1.570.472

Used energy

74.700

89.548

300.788

821.084

Transport services

468.130

-

Promotion

810.074

1.157.397

-

135.975

Other material costs

1.966.585

499.104

OTHER EXPENSES

6.018.076

3.474.546

Fee payment operations

49.348

36.406

Daily allowance per travel

22.600

-

59.46.128

3.438.140

SALARIES AND PERSONAL TAXES

758.333

1.012.731

Calculated salaries

518.257

690.688

Calculated taxes

240.076

322.043

10.930.392

8.760.857

Overplus of incomes – profit before taxation

2.107.409

1.081.265

Net overplus of income - profit after taxation

2.107.409

1.081.265

5.194

10.802

MATERIAL EXPENDITURES, SERVICES AND DEPRECIATION

Other services				

		

Rents

Other expenses

TOTAL EXPENDITURES		

			

INCOMES FROM SELLING PRODUCTS, GOODS AND SERVICES
Interest income and foreign exchange gains

Incomes of membership dues, presents, grants and incomes from
11.943.411
other resources		
Other Incomes 				

7.931

-

Transferred part of the previous year’s
extra incomes
		

1.081.265

-

-

33.216

13.037.801

9.842.122

				

-

8.760.857

TOTAL							

-

1. 081.265

Extraordinary income

					

TOTAL INCOMES 					
Uncovered outcomes
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9.798.104

