20
10
t
r
o
p
e
r
l
a
u
n
n
A

AnnuAl
report

0
1
0
2

A

N

N

U

A

L

R

E

P

O

R

Т

2

Publisher:
Association “National Roma Centrum”
Address: “Done Bozinov” 11/5, 1300 Kumanovo
Republic of Macedonia
E-mail: info@nationalromacentrum.org
Web site: www.nationalromacentrum.org
Tel/fax: ++38931427558
The annual report is financed by:
Roma Initiatives
Open Society Institute
Address: Oktober 6. utca 12. H-1051 Budapest, Hungary
Web site: www.soros.org/initiatives/roma
Printed by:
T.A. Geneks – Kocani
Edition:
1000 copies

4

0

1

0

Content:

06
08
12

Introduction

History

Strategic plan

22
44
50

Turn on achievements

NRC in the media

Others about NRC

5

A

N

N

U

A

L

R

E

P

O

R

Т

2

0

1

About national
Roma Centrum

Asmet Elezovski,
President

6

The five year report of the association National Roma Centrum
(NRC) is tightly connected with
fifteen years of work in the nongovernmental movement of its
founders which points out NRC
as a precursor of public presentation and sublimating of the activities of the association in order
for it to become closer, more interactive and more intensive in
communication with the public,
institutions and citizens.
NRC was transformed as a new
idea in 2005 in order to strengthen and visualize the voice of
the Roma community in front of
institutions and the wider public,
in Macedonia as well as abroad.
Because of its drawn up purpose
and realized activities, NRC became recognizable as a voice.
As a complete team composed of
lawyers, journalists, philologists,
economists, students and activists, NRC had sufficient capacities for work and professional
acting in order to implement the
idea of the organization. With
support of strategic partners on

one side such as: OSI Budapest,
RIO, REF, Roma Health Program, Bar Association of Macedonia, FARE and Roma people
on the other, the National Roma
Centrum today represents a relevant factor to be a partner of the
ministries of Macedonia, to provide opinions relating to the condition of Roma in the country, to
share experiences from foreign
countries and to raise issues that
concern our target group.
NRC is an association which has
managed to become a recognizable solid and transparent collaborator with the institutions. The
experiences of networking and
collaboration with civil organizations and movements that cover
human rights in Macedonia resulted in recognizability and cooperation with the European
Parliament, the Council of Europe, OSCE, ERTF, numerous foreign embassies as well with the
Organization of the United Nations. I would emphasize that the
members of the NRC as one of
the initiators and active subjects

0

in the development of the Roma violations or failure to take on acmovement in Europe.
tions that are essential for the
NRC’s work has brought up most endangered categories of
changes within the Roma com- citizens; it sees itself as a promunity and within the institutions moter of European values in the
with which we cooperate. How- Macedonian society and the reever, even besides the numerous gion.
processes accepted by the state The famous ancient philosopher
such as the DeSocrates has sacade for Inclu- nrC is an association which id: “There is only
sion of Roma,
has managed to become a one good –
the Strategy for
knowledge and
recognizable solid and
Roma in Maceonly one evil –
transparent collaborator
donia, the million
ignorance”. This
with the institutions
amounts which
is why NRC has
have been pourone primary goal
ed with many institutions that – to spread information and
work for Roma, poverty, unem- knowledge to all that come and to
ployment as well as the substan- wake up all that close their eyes
dard way of life is the daily in front of the problems of the
experience which the largest per- Roma community in Macedonia
centage of Roma live.
and abroad, with an aim to proLife on the margins, segregation vide real inclusion of Roma in the
and non participation in social societies because they actively
happenings affirm discrimination contribute for the development of
in all fields.
the democratic society.
In the following five years NRC
sees itself as a service for the citizens, a corrector of social occurrences in cases of human rights
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The idea for NRC as an organization was for several years in our
heads until the moment came for
its forming. We were five people
that considered that intensive
work with the community is necessary in order for us to raise significant issues, to alarm the state
institutions about resolving of
problems and improvement of the
condition of Roma on several levels.
We came out in public in 2005.
The beginnings were difficult; we
functioned without almost any
technical potential. However our
persistence, the faith in each
other brought us to today’s results. We gathered our own
money for registration of the organization; we used part of the
fees in order to provide basic
working conditions. We did not
form the organization just to satisfy our needs, but to realize the
vision – to cooperate with relevant actors and to urge for active
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participation and integration of
Roma, founding our work on the
principles of modern multiethnic
European society.
We won our first support from
SOROS Budapest and REF.
Why National Roma Centrum?
With the determinate National we
wanted to steer our activities and
to point out that our vision is to
become a recognizable actor on
a national level, Roma points out
on our experience with the Roma
community in Macedonia and the
Balkans, as well as the directions
for the organization’s work. NRC
is not just intended for Roma, but
for all citizens, however the Roma
community is with the largest
need and this is why the prefix
Roma is used. Centrum for us
represents a point where problems are being accumulated discussed and resolved. Besides the
determinations and directions we
strived to create a name that

0

would be good for the organization’s image, recognizability and
would be easily remembered.
NRC is a product of daily work
and education. The team is with
mixed ethnic backgrounds, based
on strong trust. The people that
have been achieving effects for
more than 10 years have managed to transfer that experience
to NRC.
NRC has employed journalists,
professors, lawyers, economists
and students. NRC is motivating
the community to understand that
it can help itself if it is sufficiently
informed, if it knows the regulations it can transfer it to its children as inheritance.
At first we thought that we would
remain a usual non government
organization, but with daily visits
of 50 people in the office through
field work, we have grown in an

organization with characteristics
of an ordination (as we in NRC
came to call the office).
We were disappointed at times,
sometimes at the end of the day
we thought that some of the problems could not be resolved, but at
the start of the new day we
gained new energy for a fresh
start.
Now when we have the capacities, we have a new challenge for
survival and quality functioning.
NRC succeeded because it had a
goal – the citizens to receive assurance that their problems
would be heard and considered
with possible means of resolving.
We will continue to work as a
voice for Roma, to urge for protection of rights guaranteed for all
citizens and to develop a strong
communication network.
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IntRoduCtIon In
the stRAtegIC
plAn
National Roma Centrum has prepared its Strategic plan for a period of five years in order to
clearly determine the directions
for development of the organization in accordance with the organization’s needs. The plan refers
to the period from 2010 to 2015
and contains the goals and activities through which NRC would
like to position itself as one of the
leading organizations in the civil
society in the state.
The association “National Roma
Centrum” (NRC) is a professional, nonprofit organization for
promotion and protection of
human rights of citizens in Republic of Macedonia. The experience from the previous five years,
as well as continuous research

from projects directed towards
rising of quality of life, contributes
for NRC in the following five years
to be focused towards:
development of the organization in a service for the interests of the citizens
correction of social occurrences of human rights violations
or failure to undertake appropriate actions which are essential
for the most endangered categories of citizens and individuals
implementation of the European values of Aqui Comunitare1 in the Macedonian society
and the region

NRC as a part of the civil sector will act on a local, national and regional level in the field of education, health, housing and employment.
On an international level NRC will act as a voice of Roma and observer of policies for Roma.

http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/pdf/enlargement_process/accession_process/how_does_a_country_join_the_eu/negotiations_croatia_turkey/adminstructures_version_may05_35_ch_public_en.pdf

1
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oveRvIew
of AChIevements
In the last five year period NRC
has established a communication
network which has grown into a
real fortune and basis for successful realization of all future
projects. One of NRC’s greatest
successes was establishing of
cooperation with a large number
of state and international institutions and organizations, associations of citizens, foundations and
the Roma community.
We cooperate with (1) international organizations: SOROS
foundation (www.soros.org) through the programs from Budapest:
Office for Roma initiatives (www.
soros.org/initiatives/roma), Roma
health project, part of the Public
Health Program Foundation Open Society (www.soros.org/initiatives/health/ focus/roma), Program for EU monitoring and advocacy; Roma Education Fund
(www.romaeducationfund.hu),

European Roma and Travelers
Forum – Strasbourg (www.ertf.
org); European Roma Rights
Center – Budapest (www.eerc.
org); OSCE (www.osce.net);
FARE (www.farenet.org) and United Against Racism (www.unitedagainstracims.org), (2) government institutions – Ministry of education, State Education Inspectorate, Board for development
and promotion of education of
languages of members of communities, Ministry of interior, Ministry of justice – department for
birth registries, Public health institute, Bar Association of Macedonia and Ministry of labor and
social works and (3) local selfgovernments in 15 cities in Macedonia.
Representatives of NRC are creators and movers of the international Roma movement in
Europe.

NRC has established its greatest achievements through:
(1) Campaign for education of Roma “The key is our hands”, financed by the Roma Education Fund;
(2) “Prosperity and health of Roma women-path towards challenges”
which is being realized within the frameworks of the Woman Health
Program of the OSI Budapest
(3) “Strengthening of Roma women, strengthening of the Roma community”, supported by RPP Budapest
(4) “Free legal assistance” which is being realized in cooperation with
the Bar Association of Republic of Macedonia
Through these activities NRC has
increased the number of Roma
first graders, in a period of three
years we managed to enroll over
4000 first graders in 15 cities in
Macedonia. for 582 Roma
women and their families we provided personal documentation,
provided legal advice to over
2500 persons, organized over
120 lectures on health in 4 cities
in Republic of Macedonia in the

last 2 years. One of the greatest
satisfactions from our work is
successful communication with
targeted citizens, witnessed by
the fact that NRC has daily visits
by at least 50 citizens for legal assistance. In its course so far NRC
has conducted over 40 project for
which 500 thousand euro has
been spent.
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AnAlyses of
suRRoundIngs
The development of Macedonia
in a political, economic and social
direction is greatly incited and determined by Euro-integration
processes. In that context, besides institutional development
and adjustment of the legislation,
among the numerous priorities,
raising of quality of education,
employment, housing and health,
need to be separated as basic
factors for quality life of citizens.
One of the greatest challenges of
Macedonia is social and economic inclusion of members of
various ethnic communities. As of
yet in this segment the resolutions from the Ohrid Framework
Agreement and the National
Strategy for Roma have not been
fully implemented and in regards
complete inclusion from a socially
economic aspect, implementation

16

of these documents will play a
great role in NRC’s work.
The National Roma Centrum supports the initiatives for support
and participation of the state in
the Decade for Inclusion of Roma
2005-2015, actively urging for
their implementation with expectations for visible effects for the
Roma community.
According to the last census
(2002), in Macedonia live 53.879
Roma, almost half of whom live in
the capital. However, this not
number does not reflect the real
condition. As a matter of fact a
large number of Roma are without personal identification documentation, without possibilities for
inclusion in the education system,
on the labor market or in the system for social and health protection.

0

oRgAnIzAtIonAl
stRuCtuRe
NRC invests significant efforts for strengthening of human resources
within the organization. NRC’s team in 2005 was composed of 5
members, while in 2008 the number increased to 47, 8 of whom represent the office team, 34 are field team and 5 are external expert collaborators.
National Roma Centrum fulfils its rights and obligations according to
the Constitution, laws and the statute.
Within the organization, the structure is program divided:
-

Management team
Legal service
Financial management
Field teams

General
Assembley

Executive
Board

Supervisory
Board

Manager

Program Health

Cooperators

Program
Education

Beneficiaries

Program
Advocacy

Program Free
Legal Aid

Administrative
assistant

Administrative
and financial
management

Financial
assistant

vIsIon, mIssIon,
vAlues
And pRInCIples
of ACtIng
NRC’s vision is an integrative and tolerant society, educated Roma,
prosperity and wellbeing, equal approach to rights for all and improvement of quality of life of the target group. NRC’s vision is based on
universal standards and practices of the civil society.
NRC’s mission is to act as a recognizable actor in creating of public
policies as a representative for enabling of equal approach to rights
for everyone and a promoter for application of European values,
through direct field work, research, public debates and initiatives for
change of legislations.
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stRAtegIC
goAls
And expeCted
Results
National Roma Centrum has drawn up the following strategic goals
and expectations for the period till 2015:

stRAtegIC goAls

expeCted Results

HumAn rigHts
Promotion of human rights, urging
for consistency in the principle of
rule of law in all domains of the
society.

Increased informing about the
means of realization of basic
human rights of the Roma population in 15 cities in Macedonia by
30%.

Urges for righteous representation of members of the Roma
community in the system’s structures.

Realized meetings with deputies
regarding the urges for righteous
representation of Roma in the
system’s structures to the Government of RM.

Urges for effective antidiscrimination legislation, implementing of
international standards and instruments of protection.
Monitoring and informing about
the level of respect of human
rights in Republic of Macedonia,
organizing campaigns against
discrimination, racism, xenophobia and segregation.

18

Monitoring and preparing of reports for implementation of the
law on anti-discrimination; informing of the citizens through campaigns and direct meetings.
Raised responsibility of the state
for implementing of the already
taken obligations towards the citizens for complete enjoyment of
their rights.

Free legal assistance for socially
endangered citizens, regardless
of their ethnic belonging in Kumanovo, Kriva Palanka and Kratovo.

20% of the socially endangered
citizens in Kumanovo, Kriva
Palanka and Kratovo have received legal advice about ways
and possibilities of separate legal
issues.

Incitement for objective informing
of the media in relation to the condition of human rights and freedoms, with a special accent on
the Roma community.

Delivering of real information to
the media, organized press conferences placed positive information about Roma with which
stereotypes towards the Roma
population are being decreased.

0

stRAtegIC goAls

expeCted Results

eduCAtion
A large coverage of Roma in the
Macedonian education system,
decrease of illiteracy with the
Roma in cooperation with state
institutions and the Roma population, improvement of success of
Roma pupils in primary education
in cooperation with schools in 15
cities in Macedonia

20-30% larger coverage of
Roma children in the education
system in the following 5 years
in 15 cities in Macedonia; 80% of
the illiterate Roma population
has been informed about possibilities for gaining literacy, 30%
increased attendance of Roma
pupils in primary education as a
condition for better success.

HeAltH
Advocacy for (1) progressive realization of the right for health;
(2) on time and quality services
for Roma women. Raising of
health awareness and informing
Roma women about the benefits
of health services.

NRC to be identified as a partner
of the Ministry of health; created
indicators for preventive programs
with purposes for effective monitoring in accordance with the jurisdiction with the Ministry of health;
50% of Roma women at the ages
of 14-45 in Macedonia use the
services of the health facilities in
primary and secondary protection
as basic human right.

Raising of awareness about the
meaning of health in Roma families.

20-30% increased awareness
about the meaning of health in
Roma families

Housing
Providing of legal assistance for
legalization of constructions in
Roma settlements in Kumanovo.
Advocacy for mapping of Roma
families in 15 cities in Macedonia.

20% of the total number of owners of illegal constructions in
Roma settlements have been
provided legal assistance.
Prepared Strategy for mapping
of Roma settlements by government institutions.

*NRC’s strategic goals fulfill part of expectations that come
from the National Strategy and the Decade for inclusion of
Roma 2005-2015.
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wAys
of ACtIng
NRC’s activities are directed towards the Roma community in
Macedonia as a direct target
group, and it does not exclude
other ethnic communities. Through
direct approach to the community

and the citizens and following up of
the strategic international and state
determinations, NRC reviews, researches and determines the
needs for creating of appropriate
programs and activities.

NRC’s methods of work are: field work, research, advocacy, consultant services, trainings and informing.

meAsuRIng
of Results
One of the basic preconditions for
successful implementation of the
strategic goals in the following five
years is development, i.e. upgrading of our own capacities, through
quantitative and qualitative improvement of human resources
which NRC has available at the
moment and in a direction in creating of professional team and optimal allocation of resources.
In order to realize the strategic
goals the responsibility of all structures of the organization is important for minimizing the probability
of risks. There will be regularly organized meetings for identification
of risks and considering different
perspectives.
The internal evaluation will be conducted by NRC, and consultants
and auditors will be engaged for
external evaluation. The evaluation will be based on indicators for
expected results.
This will contribute for additional
strengthening of NRC’s trust and
upgrading of the network of partners from and out of the state. We
expect special success from the

20

continued communication and
trust between NRC, communities
and institutions, on a local and
state level. Furthermore, taking in
consideration that one of the basic
postulates of all the organization’s
activities is the principle of active
citizenship, we expect for the National Roma Centrum to become
one of the leaders in the development of civil society in the country.
in this direction, nrC will remain consistent and devoted in
resolving of social issues and
challenges, permanently adjusting to socio-economic-political
circumstances.
NRC realizes its activities with financial means from donors and
contributions.
To enable access to information of
all citizens, organizations and institutions in relation to NRC’s work
the web site: www.nationalromacentrum.org has been created as
a rich on-line source for information.

0

ResouRCes
And CApACItIes
NRC will develop its capacities through training, advice, dialogue, exchange of experiences, evaluation of capacities and needs, evaluation
of projects and programs.
On its way to realize the drawn up goals NRC will pointed towards
(1) ensuring of long term and stable forms of financing;
(2) promotion of human potentials;
(3) establishing new and strengthening of permanent partnerships and
cooperation;
(4) strengthening of technical resources and capacities
NRC’s image will be a challenge for attracting new cadres and volunteers, members of all ethnic communities, who will be offered an opportunity for professional perfecting and sensitization towards the
Roma issues.
NRC is open for cooperation with all interested parties in Macedonia,
the region and wider. NRC will share and transfer the acquired experiences in contribution towards promoting of practices.

fInAnCIAl
pARAmeteRs
The financial parameters of implementation of the strategic plan for
2010-2015 will assist in realizing of NRC’s mission. The projections
of the budget will be based on the operational budget which NRC had
available in the previous years and for the following five years it comes
up to total of 610,000 Euro.

2010

60.000

2011

80.000

2012

120.000

2013

150.000

2014

200.000
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2010 – 2011
Health inequalities towards roma women
donor: roma health project, part of the public Health
program, Foundation open society
Accountability and monitoring
-Health initiatives (AHmi) new York
40,900 usd
The project activities are pointed towards initiating of affirmative actions for approach towards health services for Roma women in their
reproductive period.
The target group of the activities is women at the ages of 15-45 from
Kumanovo, Kriva Palanka, Kocani, Stip and Bitola. NRC in the following period will work on research and representation, through identifying the problems on the field and their transposing to authorized
institutions. In order to result with improved resolutions, conditions
and practices for equal approach to health services for women.

2011-2012
inclusion and continuity in the education process
donor: roma education Fund, Budapest
80,870 eur
The project was designed for addressing the problems with poor quality of education and high dropout rates with Roma in primary education with focus of pupils from first grade.
The mission of the project is complete inclusion of Roma children in
regular primary education through (a) improved approach to quality
education for Roma pupils and (b) minimizing or eliminating of the
level of dropouts of Roma pupils. The project is being implemented in
(1) Kumanovo, (2) Municipality Gazi Baba (Skopje), (3) Prilep and (4)
Stip.

24
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2010-2011
good start
donor: european commission
roma education Fund
14,640 eur
6,460 eur
The European Union supports the implementation of the “Good start”
program that aims towards development of children between 0 and 6
year olds. The project is financed with 2 million euro budget and is
being implemented through pilot projects which will adapt to local conditions in four countries – Macedonia, Slovakia, Romania and Hungary in 16 settlements. The purpose is that until the end of the
program to achieve efficient and successful involvement and support
to over 4000 small children and their families in these four countries.
In Macedonia at the beginning of the school year, in five localities
(three urban and two rural) – in Suto Orizari, Vinica, Delcevo, Trabotiviste and Crnik – individual program elements began. Three local
NGOs are implementing the planned activities, National Roma Centrum – Kumanovo, Roba Education Center – “Umbrella” – Suto Orizari
(Skopje) and NGO “Kham” – Delcevo. All of these organizations are
experienced, initiative, active NGO’s on the field of education.
The purpose of the “Good start” program is support of education and
care in early childhood with focus on families and communities while
working with institutions.

2010-2011
personal documentations project
donor: roma initiatives,
open society institute, Budapest
19,500 usd
The project points out the services towards the Roma community that
refer to the urgent and necessary need for providing of personal documentation.
The main activity of the informative campaign for civil registration for
members of the Roma community is to provide information within the
communities themselves about the value of civil registration and the
procedures that must follow, according to the new legal determinations
and to inform public the public officials about their obligation to their
clientele as well as registering of new births. The results of the campaign are steered towards increasing the awareness of the population
for registration and the main purpose is to increase the registration of
Roma in order to regulate their status.
NRC is implementing project activities about issues for personal civil
registration in the cities in Macedonia – Skopje (except the municipality Suto Orizari), Vinica, Kriva Palanka, Kumanovo, Stip, Tetovo, gostivar, Prilep, Veles, Kocani, Kavadarci, Bitola and other cities if
necessary.

25

A

N

N

U

A

L

R

E

P

O

R

Т

2

0

1

2010-2011
institutional support
donor: roma initiatives,
open society institute, Budapest
24,400
The institutional support is a continued urge for affirmative and inclusive policies about Roma in four priority areas of the Decade through
representation and direct participation.
Our task is to be a Roma voice in the institutions on a national and international level and to promote equal participation of Roma in the society.
National Roma Centrum continues its work with the communities in
15 cities. We have been working on encouraging of Roma in realization of their rights according to law. This contributed for us to receive
a clear and real image about the active participation of Roma children
in primary education in 15 cities, where we had been working in the
pre enrollment period, the start of the school year and attendance of
pupils.
Our direct beneficiaries are Roma, but in order to create a positive atmosphere we provided assistances and for non Roma citizens. About
50 citizens turn to the office for legal assistance on daily basis. NRC
assists in providing personal documentation, approach to health institutions, etc.
NRC from the beginning of the Roma Decade has been working on
activities which are directly related to the Decade. NRC’s activities
that refer to advocacy, free legal assistance, health, education, personal documentation are part of the process of the Decade.

2010
inclusion of roma
donor: FAre
1,700 eur
NRC was part of FARE’s 11th week against racism. A sports event was
organized at the square in Skopje. The activity was also joined by NGO
Umbrella. Participants on the event were youths, pupils in primary and
high schools from Kumanovo and Skopje. NRC prepared pamphlets as
brief information about the FARE Action Week.
This simple way of realization of this kind of activity by using sports for
transferring a message is a pointer that sport is a connection between
people that binds them regardless of their national belonging and skin
color. In order to be in sports you need to have a knack for it. The purpose
of the activity is through sports initiatives and friendships to develop sports
spirit without racism and discrimination.

26
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2010
Consultant agreement for research “no data,
no progress”
donor: open society institute, europe Foundation
1,500 usd
NRC was a part of the research “No data, no progress” which was
conducted in 12 participant countries in the Decade for inclusion of
Roma 2005-2015.
Purpose of the research was to evaluate the progress till 2010 and to
review the effectiveness of the taken initiatives that were intended for
improvement of the living conditions of 4.5 million Roma. Even besides the wide spread agreement between the participant governments for the necessary need to collect desegregated data about
ethnic belonging, five years later, the lack of data for the Roma communities remains the greatest challenge for conducting of a thorough
evaluation for fulfillment of the obligations of the Decade.
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2010
Free legal assistance
partner: Bar Association of macedonia
1,500 eur
The National Roma Centrum in cooperation with the Bar Association of
Republic of Macedonia conducted the project Free legal assistance,
legal culture and socialization, which involved providing free legal assistance to: social cases, handicapped persons, single parents, victims
of family violence and victims of people trafficking.
The purpose of functioning of the office was to provide realization of
basic human and fundamental freedoms. The office was visited by citizens on daily basis that required legal assistance. The cities, Kriva
Palanka, Kratovo, Probistip and Kumanovo were covered. Over 2000
citizens were served through providing appeals, applications, suits prepared by attorneys, members of the Bar Association of Macedonia.

2009 - 2010
registration for personal id cards for roma
in macedonia
donor: roma initiatives,
open society institute, Budapest
24.200 usd
The purpose of the project was to eliminate the high rate of Roma without personal documentation in Macedonia with providing assistance in
procedures and requests for personal registration with intent to
strengthen the women in the Macedonian society. The activities on this
field have the support from the Minister of interior and the Department
for birth registries. NRC has worked on 890 cases related to procedures
for determining of status: 370 birth certificates, 155 citizenships of Republic of Macedonia, 9 citizenship from other countries, 433 ID cards, 2
permission for permanent stay, 10 passports, 9 certificates for non convictions, 13 marriage certificates and 3 death certificates.
NRC organized informative meetings about regulating of status of the
population in 10 cities in Republic of Macedonia – Skopje (without the
municipality Suto Orizari), Kumanovo, Stip, Tetovo, Gostivar, Prilep,
Veles, kocani, Kavadarci, Bitola. NRC organized 40 public forums, two
for each city involved in the campaign in order to bring closer the legal
determinations to the persons in the Roma settlements. Also informative
brochures were distributed in Roma and Macedonian languages with
contact details of the authorized institutions.
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2008 - 2010
Campaign for inclusion and continuing
of the education process of roma
donor: roma education Fund, Budapest
272.000 eur
The mission of the project was complete inclusion of Roma children in regular education
through promoting of social responsibility for implementation of educational policy on one
hand, and parental responsibility for the child on the other and minimizing of dropout rates
between Roma pupils.
The project was implemented in 15 cities in RM: Kumanovo, Skopje, Tetovo, Gostivar, Kriva
Palanka, Kratovo, Veles, Kavadarci, Bitola, Prilep, Stip, Kocani, Vinica, Berovo and Delcevo.
The project contributed for equal treatment of every child in the schools through decrease
of discrimination and segregation of Roma children. The activity contributed towards decrease of stereotypes that were presented in public through the media. The campaign
opened the path of the parents towards the schools.
Inclusion of Roma in education has increased. The schools express positive experiences
about the project, especially for successful staying of the children in schools and bringing
their parents in schools which is considered as special NRC’s success.
A significant contribution in the project is the Handbook for prevention and protection
from discrimination in the education system in republic of macedonia. The Handbook
was prepared in cooperation with MoES and will be used primary and high schools as a
tool which would prevent discrimination of children in schools.
The campaign is steered towards changing of awareness about the need of education, with
investment in education and inclusion of Roma children and their parents in the education
process.
The activities of the campaign are supported by the Government of RM, the Ministry of education and science, the Biro for development of education, the State Education Inspectorate
and other relevant national and international representatives in the country.

2009 - 2010
institutional support 2009
donor: Foundation open society institute
29.500 usd
The purpose of NRC is to overcome local, national and international difficulties and barriers
with which Roma people face and to continue to promote its activities in benefit of the Roma
people in Macedonia.
Our task is to be a Roma voice in the institutions on a national and international level and to
promote equal participation of Roma in society.
During 2009 we had an opportunity to send comments to the European Commission about
health problems with which the Roma community faces. The laws in Macedonia do not coincide with the real needs and NRC tries to react in benefit of the needs of the Roma community.
On daily basis we assist the citizens in relation to realization of their rights, providing of personal documentation, access to health institutions, media and other organizations. We serve
about 1000 roma and non Roma citizens on daily basis.
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2009 - 2010
empowerment of roma to Fight rights deprivation
implemented by errC with support
from un democracy Fund
5.850 eur
The purpose of the project was to strengthen NRC for effective participation in the development of legal tools for protection from discrimination in order to increase the importance of
issues connected with discordance of domestic law and practice with international standards
of human rights.
The activities of the project were pointed towards support of Roma individuals in facing with
racial discrimination, in acceptance of anti-discrimination legislation in accordance with international and European standards and in acceptance of appropriate legal protection
against forceful moving. The project’s purpose was to strengthen the right of the double discriminated Roma women and to put in force the measures for protection of rights of Roma
women and a national level.
The project had an analytical approach; meetings were organized with government and non
government representatives, as well as Roma activists for gathering of information in interpreting and possible changes in the proposed law for protection and prevention of discrimination in R. Macedonia.
From the realized activities comments were prepared for change of certain legal suggestions
that will contribute in strengthening of Roma people in the fight for their rights.

2009
support for equal approach to quality education
for roma
donor: open society Foundation, Budapest
14.250 usd
The purpose of the project was to review social exclusion of Roma children in Macedonia’s
education and to bring positive changes through round tables and public promotions in the
area of education. Poverty can be decreased if only there is strategic action and representation in the area of education of Roma children. Within the frameworks of the project 4
round tables were organized with 120 participants, representatives of municipalities, schools,
education institutions and the media. The meetings were organized on an institutional level
in order to review the current condition about equal approach of Roma to quality education,
to review the recommendations from the report of the Open Society Foundation/ EU Monitoring and Advocacy Program, to create efforts in the future in order to decrease differences
on an educational level between the Roma community and members of other communities
for minimizing of differences on an educational level.
The participants on these round tables gave their contribution in reviewing of the current
condition of inclusion of Roma children in the education process, discussing about education
and local self-government, implementation of educational policies, reviewing of the recommendations from the report for “Equal access to quality education for Roma”. The rich discussions from these round tables ended with conclusions and recommendations for further
measures and improvements.
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2008 – 2009
History of roma songs
donor: Culture program,
open society Foundation, Budapest
green party, european parliament
7.500 usd
3.200 eur
The project resulted in preparing of a documentary film based on
research and records of traditional Roma songs and interviews with
musicians from the Roma community from Kumanovo and Skopje.

2007 - 2008
Web portal – roma in see
donor: minority rights group (mrg)
800 eur
Through this project the Web portal roma in see was developed
and edited about issues that concern Bulgaria and Macedonia. The
Roma web portal provided approach to legal documents and analytical information about the rights of Roma which refer to the SouthEastern region.
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2008-2009
prosperity and health of roma women, path towards
challenges - continuation
donor: roma health project,
open society institute, Budapest
27.980 usd
The main purpose was better integration of the Roma community in
the national health system of Macedonia and promotion of health of
Roma women. The activities included strengthening of health inclusion of Roma through actions connected with promotion and strengthening of the right of health and prevention of infectious diseases and
attraction of attention of the media about issues related to Roma
women’s health. The activities were conducted in four cities in Macedonia: Kumanovo, Kriva Palanka, Prilep and Bitola with inclusion of
six local Roma women, assistants. We mediated in the inclusion of
the Roma population in the development and realization of the National reproductive strategy, we aided in initiating of state assistance
for asthma medications and cooperated with the media in initiating of
real informing on the health issues of Roma women.
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2007-2008
Campaign for education of roma (enrollment and
continuity in the education system)
donor: roma education Fund, Budapest
155.610 eur
The education campaign “The key is your hands” was implemented in
11 cities in Macedonia: Kumanovo, Skopje, Kriva Palanka, Stip, Kocani,
Bitola, Prilep, Kavadarci, Veles and Tetovo in order to increase the number of enrolled Roma children in primary education. NRC through local
media that work on the field, interviewed Roma parents in 11 cities, 6,304
families were visited, as well as 30 primary schools with Roma pupils in
Macedonia. The number of Roma children enrolled in first grade in the
11 targeted cities in the 2007-2008 school year is 1,750 which is doubled
from the previous 2006-2007 school year when the number of first
graders was 913. From 11th till 13th May in Ohrid a conference for education of Roma “Rights and obligations” was organized, where the activities and the results of the project were presented. There were 90
participants, among which the vice-prime minister of Macedonia, the minister of labor and social policies, the Ombudsman, representatives of education institution, principles and pedagogues from primary schools,
mayors and advisers on education from several municipalities, EU representatives, Euro parliamentarian Els de Groen, FIOOM’s executive director, president of ERTF, numerous international organizations that work
on education of Roma, Roma parents, media and 19 NRC mediators
from 11 cities, engaged in the project.
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2008
promotion of osi monitoring report for macedonia
equal approach towards quality education for roma
donor: (eumAp) open society institute Budapest
3.900 usd
OSI/EUMAP report for equal approach to quality education for
roma supports the goals of the Decade in education, as a key area
and establishes a framework for regular monitoring through the
Decade, promotes consultations with Roma communities about issues in education, enables a data base for key education indicators.
The monitoring for equal approach towards quality education for
Roma is a project which is being realized in eight countries participants of the Decade for Roma Inclusion 2005-2015. The monitoring
was conducted by the EU monitoring and mediation program
(EUMAP) of the Open Society Institute from Budapest in cooperation with the Education support program and the Roma participation
program.
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2007-2008
prosperity and health of roma women
donor: roma Health project,
open society institute, Budapest
23.600 usd
The project pointed out the meaning of health services for Roma
women. Data were gathered about their health status in four cities
(Kumanovo, Kriva Palanka, Bitola and Prilep), an informative center
was operation that provided free legal assistance and issues related
to health insurance. Lectures were held by doctors and we mediated with domestic and international authorities. for the implementation of the project we had support from the State institution for
health protection, as the highest specialized institution for preventive health.
NRC questioned 2,765 women. The influence of the activities from
the project is not only connected with the relevant data bases, but
also to incite the Macedonian authorities to improve the situation in
accordance with the data base.
Our purpose was to provide healthier life for Roma women through
research, gathering of data, in order to create a rich data base for
advocacy in front of authorized institutions on a national and international level. The idea is for the health policies to be created in
benefit of Roma women and to turn the attention of the wider public
about daily problems and substandard life of Roma women.
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2007-2008
strengthening of roma women – strengthening
of the community (part 2)
donor: roma participation program,
open society institute, Budapest
13.940 usd
The project points out the importance to emphasize poverty and the
urgency of the need for assistance in civil registration and for personal
registration of Roma women and their children in Kumanovo. The purpose of this project was to increase the level of legal security for Roma
women and to approach them about basic constitutional and legal
rights.

2008-2009
institutional support
donor: roma participation program,
open society institute, Budapest
35.950 usd
The purpose was to enable permanent institutional support for the National Roma Centrum’s activities as carrier of the activities in resolving
of local, national and international difficulties and programs of Roma.
NRC creates and supports structures that will work on Roma issues in
cooperation with government institutions as well as in organizing and
promotion of campaigns for raising of awareness against anti-gypsism.
NRC follows up on the situation with human rights of Roma in the region
and wider, documenting cases of violation of basic human rights, free
legal assistance for the citizens of Kumanovo, visit of Roma and offices
of local authorities.
NRC follows up on the violations of human rights in Macedonia in concrete situations and mediates through sending reactions to appropriate
institutions about issues in relation to employment, health insurance,
providing free photocopying of documentation for Roma when they apply
for procedures in order to realize some of their rights, we reacted to the
Italian authorities against violence in Roma towards Roma settlers there
when they were forcefully deported from Europe to Kosovo, we reacted
for the process of segregation in Slovakia.
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2007-2009
Free legal assistance
partner: Bar Association of macedonia
1.958 eur
Free legal assistance about the citizens of Kumanovo who belong to
the following categories: social assistance users, single parents,
handicapped persons, victims of family violence and victims of people
trafficking.
NRC’s office in cooperation with attorneys worked on 455 cases (appeals, applications, disputes on decisions).

2007
the game is same for all
donor: FAre
200 eur
NRC was part of the anti-racism campaign during the FARE action week
against racism. NRC organized and coordinated a fair football competition between eight groups/teams composed of members of various ethnic groups and a team composed of members from the office of the local
self government. NRC sent out to the media and the public a clear message for tolerance and peace and fight against discrimination and
racism. The motto of the football match was the game is same for all.
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2007
empowering romani Women - empowering roma
Community
donor: roma participation program,
open society institute, Budapest
9.668 usd
We encouraged Roma women to become active citizens in the society
because lack of personal documentation such birth certificates, ID
cards or citizenships further contribute for exclusion of Roma in the
society. The impossibility to provide personal documents is connected
to poverty and the exceptionally low social status of the Roma community in Macedonia.
168 women and their children were registered with the project, in order
to enable equal approach to legal and administrative procedures, information and civil registration in relation to their legal identity. NRC
successfully applied and finished procedures for 225 personal documents for 168 women and children. A documentary film was also
made in order to explain the problems that come from lack of personal
documentation. A press conference was held as well and the film was
promoted in public and shown on several national television stations.
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2007
dialogue for Kosovo roma
partner: european roma and travelers Forum
6.000 eur
Concrete dialogue was initiated through the project between Roma
refugees from the Balkan region, exchange of information, mutual initiatives in order to improve and to understand the situation of Roma
refugees more seriously.
Meetings were realized with representatives from the Macedonian
committee for Roma refugees, letters were sent out to the highest international authorities that work on issues with the refugees and relevant international subjects that could raise the attention for the
current Roma refugees (discussion via e-mail with Mr. Benita Ferero
Valdner, commissioner Baroso, representative of UNMIK Joakim
Ruker, EU commissioner Oli Ren, as well as various international organizations). Meetings were held in Belgrade and in the camps in
Kosovska Mitrovica.

2007-2008
institutional support
donor: roma participation program,
open society institute, Budapest
23.880 usd
The institutional support for NRC includes acceptance of Roma issues
and obstacles with which Roma face in institutions, advisory and legal
assistance, consultative support, promotion of gender equality and issues with which the younger Roma population faces.
The working version of the new strategy for young people in Kumanovo was realized as well as meetings with the local authorities in
order to lobby for inclusion of young Roma as referents in the offices
of the local self-government.
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2006
roma culture and life through photographs
donor: pro Helvetia skopje
(swiss culture program)
5.387 swiss francs
The purpose of the project was to organize an exhibition that would express the Roma
culture and tradition through photos in order to promote intercultural dialogue in Macedonia. The British photographer Nigel Dickenson was invited to promote his photos,
gathered from all over Europe. Nigel Dickenson lives in Paris, but travels and works
around the world. For years he has been documenting the life of Roma through photographs.
The exhibition was held in Skopje in the Culture centre. It was well received from the
audience, made up of many Roma and non Roma, representatives of the civil sector,
local and national authorities as well as regular visitors.

2006
submitted written comments from national roma
Centrum and european roma rights Center
for review by the Committee for economic,
social and cultural rights of the united nations
Submitted written comments from National Roma Centrum and European Roma
Rights Center for review by the Committee for economic, social and cultural rights of
the United Nations.
The Committee for economic, social and cultural rights of the United Nations reviewed the comments on its 37th session which was held in November 2006 in
Geneva. The report was submitted as additional information for the Committee and
review of the initial report of Macedonia (known as “state report”), submitted in July
2005 in accordance with Articles 16 and 17 from the pact.
In the period of 2005 and 2006, the organizations that submitted the comments in a
kind of a shadow report were included in a large project supported by the European
Union through the CARDS program, which among others, included training and documentation of human rights, as well as legal representation of Roma, victims of discrimination and other forms of abuse of human rights.
The materials gathered during this project provided essential foundations for submission of comments to the UN.
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2006
pre-election education for roma voters in macedonia
donor: roma participation program,
open society institute, Budapest
6.500 usd
The purpose of the project was to conduct pre-election education with
organizing of round tables and meetings with the community, to inform
Roma about the right to vote and the right of fair elections. The campaign was entitled Dzan (Roma word which means, go, knows).
From the 13th-16th June, NRC organized a three day training in cooperation with field educators. All 15 educators were trained about the
election process and experiences were used from previous local parliamentarian and presidential elections.
On the day of elections we conducted monitoring and observing of
the election process with authorization from the State Education Commission in several municipalities at the election locations. After the
elections we had two Roma representatives in the Macedonian Parliament.

2006
Campaign for roma education
(mobilization of roma parents to send their children
in schools)
donor: roma education Fund, Budapest
21.640 eur
The purpose of the project was to motivate Roma parents to regularly
send their children to classes ad to enroll Roma first graders in primary
schools in Skopje, Kumanovo and Prilep. Guided from the principle
that education is a key for better life, the National Roma Centrum in
the period between January-October 2006 realized the project Campaign for education of Roma (Mobilization of Roma parents to send
their children in schools). Three target groups were covered, parents
and their children, government institutions, schools and local self-governments and media in Macedonia.
The general conclusion was that in comparison with the previous
years, enrollment for pupils in first grade in Skopje, Prilep and Kumanovo increased for 50%. On the other hand NRC’s data base
showed that at least 1000 children were outside of the campaign for
education process. A total number of 10,500 Roma families were visited during the enrolment campaign for children in primary education.
On April 5th a conference was organized on which Government representatives participated as well as representatives from the Ministry
of education as well as the Ministry of labor and social policy, local
authorities, primary and secondary schools from Kumanovo, Prilep
and Skopje as well as representatives of embassies, foundations and
non government organizations. A documentary film was made as well
entitled The key is in your hands and its purpose was to promote education between Roma parents and children and to promote inclusion
in education through positive examples.
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2006
Free legal assistance
donor: pax Cristi, Holland
5.420 eur
The project provided free legal assistance and free legal advice about the Roma population in Kumanovo, impacted from low income and depended from social benefits from
the state and do not have access to legal assistance.
Legal advice was enabled to instructions for the citizens through practices of basic human
rights. From the beginning of the project from 31st October 2006, 2,000-2,500 visited the
office for free legal assistance, which initiated the importance for existence of this kind of
office. 226 cases were followed up in courts and administrative procedures (appeals, application, and decisions).

2006
Campaign for education of roma (mobilization
of roma parents to send their children to school)
continues
donor: roma education Fund, Budapest
17.545 eur
In the first part of the campaign a total number of 10,500 Roma families were visited
and in the second part a total number of 808 families, who in the 2006-2007 school year
needed to be prepared for enrolment in first grade. We visited 30 primary schools in
Skopje, Prilep and Kumanovo where Roma children are included, we discussed with
heads of schools about dropout rates, on time enrolment, quality education and problems
with segregation.
In this period 1,921 school bags were distributed to children who were to be enrolled in
primary education, primary children in first grade. According to the Ministry of education
and science in the 2005-2006 school year in Skopje 304 Roma pupils were enrolled.
According to NRC’s data base, based on the application from the pupils enrolled in 20062007, 484 Roma pupils were enrolled in nine primary schools from a total of 69 schools
in Skopje. This means that the number of enrolled pupils in first grade was increased for
59.2 percent. In Prilep the number of enrolled pupils was increased for 50.4 percent and
in Kumanovo for 43.4 percent.
During the entire campaign a media lobby group was formed that managed to animate
the printed and electronic media with continued informing and positive stories related
with education of Roma. On behalf of the United Nations day for fighting against poverty.
NRC won first prize for the documentary film the key is in your hands.
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2006-2007
institutional support
donor: roma participation program,
open society institute, Budapest
19.475 usd
The purpose of the project was to enable meditation and to promote
political participation, integration and priorities of the Decade for Inclusion of Roma. On January 31st 2006, NRC was included in logistics support and organization of the first hearing on Roma issues in
the Macedonian parliament lack of knowledge or lack of political
will. Attendees at the hearing were highest ranking Macedonian representatives, organizations for protection of human rights and Roma
activists.
An internet web site was created for NRC, with continued maintenance and updating during the course of the year in order to inform
and alarm the public about Roma issues in Macedonia.
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Zoran damjanovski,
Mayor of municipality
Kumanovo

On my behalf and in the name of municipality of Kumanovo, let me
express the pleasure of our cooperation, our relation and mutual support on numerous projects.
The National Roma Centrum as an association for promotion and protection of human rights of citizens of Republic of Macedonia truly contributes for a co life in Kumanovo. The National Roma Centrum as an
organization especially urges for respect and realization of rights of
members of the Roma community as the most marginalized entity in
the society, as basis for inclusion of Roma in social processes as active citizens and an equal subject in the process of integration. I would
like to emphasize that with the Decade of Roma, their community has
leveled with the other communities in our countries and here I would
like to especially emphasize the progress in the education process.
With many of your projects that were and are still part of mutual cooperation with the municipality of Kumanovo, the National Roma Centrum managed for complete inclusion of Roma children in regular
primary education through promotion of social responsibility for implementation of educational policies on one hand and parental responsibility for the child as a pupil on the other. With the success of
your projects and campaigns you improve co life in municipality of Kumanovo and the successfulness of your work is valued by all citizens
of Kumanovo.
At the end, expressing the pleasure from the successful cooperation,
I would like to emphasize my belief that in the future the same cooperation will continue upwards.

prof. dr. sadi Bedzeti,
Mayor
of Municipality
of Tetovo

It our five year cooperation, the National Roma Centrum and Municipality of Tetovo have realized meetings and presentations on several
projects. NRC has created positive currents in the frameworks on educational issues of Roma.
Municipalityof Tetovo, recently realized a partnership in the campaign
“The key is in your hands” for inclusion of Roma children in primary
education and their systematization in the education process.
NRC is one of the most active Roma organizations in the country. We
hope that our cooperation will continue in the future as well in the
process of education.

0

The Board for development and promotion of education of languages
of members of communities, for several years back has been successfully cooperating with the National Roma Centrum from Kumanovo. This cooperation is being realized in several areas from the
education system and refers to mutual activities for enrolment of
Roma pupils in first grade, keeping them in schools until the end of
their education and cooperation and awareness raising of parents
about the importance of education. This kind of cooperation is owed
above all to professionalism, expertise and the great desire for contribution to education of Roma pupils by the National Roma Centrum.
The Board for development and promotion of education of languages
of members of communities expresses great satisfaction from the cooperation and considers that it is being realized on a very high and
professional level which is shown through the achieved results in the
last period which are of mutual interest. In the future the Board expects for this cooperation to continue with new mutual activities in a
direction of increasing of the number of Roma pupils in the education
system and improvement of the general education structure of the
Roma population in Republic of Macedonia, which is a precondition
for improvement of the overall condition and challenges with which
this community faces.

As a member of the European Parliament, I often collaborated with
the National Roma Centrum. I contributed for NRC’s book and documentary, I participated on a conference on education in Ohrid organized by NRC and I cooperation on a political level when NRC, as a
member of the Roma Advisory Group, prepared questions and made
a research how the Macedonian Government most effective can use
the European Funds. We often met in Brussels as well.
My experience with NRC’s team is very good. They are filled with enthusiasm and kindness. In the future, I would like to cooperate with
NRC on political and cultural participation of Roma, on a local, national
and international level.

redzep Ali Cupi,
Director of the Board
for development
and promotion
of education of
languages
of members of
communities

els de groen,
Member of European
Parliament 2004-2009
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snezana petrovska,
Adviser on education
in Municipality
of Bitola

Alina Kovaci taba,
program officer
in the Roma Health
Program
from Budapest
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The department for education in municipality Bitola and NRC have been
cooperating for a longer time and during that cooperation we have realized
numerous meetings and contacts, both with NRC and their mediators in our
municipality. Numerous seminars were held with a mutual goal towards realization and creation of conditions for equal education for everyone. I have
a very high opinion about NRC’s work, because since the beginning and
our first contacts, until today, the continuity of our work is constant, we stay
in contact and communicate on all issues of interest for more successful
and qualitative education of Roma children and of course inclusion of all
children in education from the smallest ages. Inclusion and visits in preschool facilities of Roma children where possible, including teachers and
nurses of Roma nationality. In the field of primary education great efforts are
being made for Roma children to regularly visit primary education and even
to choose in what school they will go. Even if the school is not near their
homes they have organized transport. In the field of secondary education,
the pupils are being stimulated with awarding of scholarships in order for
larger inclusion of Roma children in secondary education for which NRC
urged for these children to have provided more conditions for acquiring education and with that a more successful and secure future. I would like to
cooperate with NRC in the future as well in the field of education, since the
experience with it so far has been successful and positive.

NRC used a grant for development and realization of a series of projects
for improvement of the health status of Roma in Macedonia in duration of
three years. I have a very good opinion about NRC. They are a very professional team with a wide experience about the health of Roma women
and the Law for health as well for protection of human rights and health
care. Work with Roma for Roma. NRC knows how to translate its urges in
various projects and to create good cooperation with local and central authorities. Of course in the last few years, NRC became a reference between
the non government sector in Macedonia as well as a starting point in framing of public policies related to Roma health.
I expect cooperation with NRC in the future on the field of health of Roma,
mostly the part of health of Roma women, promotion of human rights of
Roma for health care, support of NRC’s efforts for emphasizing of local and
national policies and practices that influence on the approach of Roma foe
health care.

0

I greet all efforts that you have made for promotion and informing of
the public about Roma issues and problems in Macedonia. At the
same time, I would like to see larger coordination and mutual projects
between Roma non government organizations, Roma political parties,
mayors, etc.

During the last period, from 2006 more exactly, I consider that we have
had a very good cooperation with NRC in the field of education, where
I as an adviser on education in municipality Prilep and I am authorized
to coordinate the entire education process in our municipality. I can
say that the cooperation with NRC has been in several areas from
which I can number a few. One of NRC’s most important activities was
the activity of their lobbyists on the field for registering of children that
are to be enrolled in first grade and assistance in acquiring them with
documentation. On behalf of the cooperation with NRC we had 100%
coverage of first graders from Roma nationality. Also there is the cooperation with realization of the project of Municipality Prilep, which
began in cooperation with a nongovernmental organization from Republic of Italy, INTERSOS, to reform the education of children that
have crossed the age limit for regular education and this is why we
created two classes with children that reform their education. Also
these is the cooperation we have with NRC in organizing of tribunes
and meetings for education of parents, about the meaning of education of their children, as well as organizing of seminars for expert collaborators and teachers from schools. I have been especially
impressed by NRC’s approach on the tribunes and meetings with parents without improvisation and open and real approach towards conditions. I appreciate an activity which is open, clear and without
backdoor solutions. I consider that the activities that are being conducted by NRC in the area of education are concrete and provide results that will receive their appropriate value. We continue the
cooperation on the field of education with more aggressive activities
in the above mentioned areas, but with emphasis on education of parents and organizing of additional activities for assistance of pupils that
have difficulties in overcoming of the school materials.

Alen Brajan Bergant,
Ambassador
of Republic of Slovenia
in Republic of Macedonia

marjan matrakoski,
Adviser on education
and sports
and authorized inspector in Municipality
Prilep
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Bernard rorke,
director for international research and
policies of Roma Initiatives
Open Society
Foundation – Budapest

We provided institutional and project support for NRC since their very
founding. We appreciate our permanent cooperation with NRC for our
common goals, which are to defend human rights of Roma, to fight
against discrimination and to promote equal opportunities and inner
ethnic dialogue. Refugee rights, equal approach to quality education
of Roma children are of especial significance. I admire NRC’s quality
of work as well as its teams’ dedication. NRC represents the best of
the nongovernmental sector, effectively combining the national and
international followed up by field work. NRC is a strategic organization
especially in its campaigns and remains on the line of the needs of
the Roma communities. NRC’s reputation as one of the most effective
nongovernment organizations in the region is completely deserved.
In the future we would like to cooperate with NRC more tightly in order
to make the Decade as means of work of the municipalities, to promote the rights and opportunities for benefit of Roma children, to promote gender rights and rights of women and girls.

tinde Kovac Cerovic, State secretary
in the Ministry
for education
of Republic of Serbia

I have known NRC for several years now – I will never forget the working atmosphere in NRC, the highly dedicated people, intensive communication with all NRC employees. You can rarely meet a group
which on one hand is highly professional and field oriented at the
same time. NRC has that combination.
As a senior adviser in the Roma education fund 2005-2007, I followed
the birth, development and achieving of complete influence, complete
impact of NRC’s project. In that direction, I can testify about its creativity, dedication, seeking advice, taking matters seriously, possibilities for analyses and providing of clear and essential products.
After my return in Serbia, when I had the opportunity, I included NRC’s
team – conferences, seminars, etc. Their experience and dedication
are an incredible contribution for Roma communities in all countries
in Western Balkans.
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